
CSUJAD Research Guide 

The California State University Japanese American Digitization Project 
(CSUJAD) brings together a wealth of archival material documenting the 
history of the people of Japanese descent in the United States.  

There are currently more than 25 partners contributing from California 
State University (CSU) archives and special collections, as well as other 
universities, historical societies, museums and public libraries. Although 
there is a predominance of archival objects from the World War II (WWII) 
era, there are also many items illuminating both the pre- and post-war 
experiences of Japanese Americans.  

This guide provides examples of the types of content users can expect to 
find within the CSUJAD and brief historical background information to 
increase understanding of these archival materials.  

IMMIGRATION

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/p16855coll4/
id/346/r ec/149 

Between 1885 and 1924, 380,000 Japanese immigrated to the U.S. Despite 
success in creating communities, institutions, farms and businesses, the 
Japanese faced racism and anti-Japanese sentiment. Laws throughout this 
period prevented this first generation of immigrants (Issei) from becoming 
citizens, owning land, attending public schools and marrying whites, while 
the second generation (Nisei) who were American citizens experienced 
discrimination in employment, housing 



and social activities. Despite these impediments, Japanese Americans 
became part of the fabric of the Western U.S. in the 1920s and 1930s.  

The partner institutions with the most extensive collections on 
immigration are CSU Dominguez Hills, Fresno State, San José State and 
Sacramento State.  

There are oral history (audio) files with corresponding textual interviews 
providing personal accounts related to the topic. Otherwise, most of the 
archival materials are text-based with broadsides (single-page posters 
announcing events, or proclamations), official documents, correspondence, 
and leases being the most numerous.  

The broadsides include the ubiquitous WWII instructions to Japanese 
American citizens in the Western U.S. calling for the mass removal to 
assembly centers and then to War Relocation Authority (WRA) camps.  

Correspondence includes government, business and personal letters. Birth 
certificates, passports, immigration inspection and clearance cards, alien 
registration receipts, medical inspection and inoculation cards, certificates 
of residence, census registers, and affidavits qualifying land leasing are part 
of the rich trove of official documents as well. 

INTERNMENT/INCARCERATION 

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/
p16855coll4/id/3657 8/rec/4 



Both “internment” and “incarceration” are terms commonly used to refer to 
the mass removal and exclusion of Japanese Americans during WWII. 
These terms are preferred to “evacuation.”  

At the beginning of the CSUJAD project, the scholarly and technical 
advisory groups agreed that “incarceration” is a more accurate term and 
helps to avoid the use of the euphemistic language of the past. 
“Internment” has been used to correctly describe the people who were 
interned following hearings and a recognized legal procedure in the 
Department of Justice or U.S. Army internment camps.  

All CSUJAD partners have substantial collections of archival materials 
related to the WWII incarceration, with the collections at CSU Dominguez 
Hills and Sacramento State numbering in the thousands. Photographs 
make up the largest type of archival object retrieved, followed by 
correspondence, periodicals and newsletters.  

There are also hundreds of oral histories with associated transcripts of the 
interviews, meeting minutes, scrapbooks, memoranda, reports, essays, and 
official documents. Many of the letters are official documents to and from 
government officials but there are also numerous personal items, such as a 
Christmas card sent to the Roosevelts from Mary Tsukamoto who was in 
the Jerome Camp, and Eleanor Roosevelt’s response.  

Scrapbooks like that of Eddie Muraoka, created while he was in Manzanar, 
contain the newspaper clippings that were most meaningful to him at the 
time and provide a personal point of view on WWII news. 



LIVING CONDITIONS

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/p16855coll4/
id/8844/rec/25 

The War Relocation Authority (WRA) was established in 1942 to administer 
the incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans in 10 permanent camps 
outside the West Coast exclusion zones, usually deserts and out-of-the-
way locations.  

These consisted of barracks, mess halls, communal latrines, hospitals, post 
offices, schools, factories, and farms surrounded by barbed-wire fences 
with guard towers. Though the WRA attempted to camouflage the effects 
of the camps on its inhabitants, the stark environment was apparent.  

Incarcerees adapted to their sudden dislocation through a routine of work 
and by creating self-reliant communities that enlisted talent from within, 
such as dentists, farmers and tailors, as well as groups of shared social 
interests and recreation, that helped resume some sense of normalcy in an 
otherwise extraordinary and stressful circumstance. 

A search on “living conditions” in CSUJAD provides a wealth of visual, 
textual and audio material that greatly increases an understanding of what 
life in the WRA camps was like. The Sacramento State, Sonoma State, CSU 
Dominguez Hills, Cal State Fullerton, and Fresno State campuses have the 
largest collections of this archival material with a growing collection from 
the Eastern California Museum (close to Manzanar).  

Photographs are the most numerous items, closely followed by 
correspondence and oral histories, which provide very personalized 
accounts. There are also 



periodicals, newsletters, reports, field notes, memoirs, and other narratives 
that provide the official WRA perspective, the writings of those who lived 
in the camps, and the perceptions of the general public. The associated 
challenges of resettlement after the war are also covered and the reunions 
and pilgrimages to the WRA sites that still occur today.  

MILITARY SERVICE 

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/p16855coll4/id/1572
1/rec/173 

Japanese American soldiers distinguished themselves during WWII, especially in 
Italy, France and Germany. While Americans of Japanese descent were being 
declared enemy aliens, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team was organized in 
1943 and bolstered by the combat-hardened 100th Infantry Battalion to become the 
most decorated unit in U.S. military history for its size and length of service. 

Other contributions to the war effort were made by the Military Intelligence 
Service Language School at Camp Savage and Fort Snelling, Minnesota. It was 
created to supply the military with Japanese American translators who were 
essential to the war effort and later the occupation of Japan. 

The CSU Dominguez Hills, San José State, Fresno State, and Cal State 
Fullerton campuses have the largest collections in CSUJAD on the topic of 
military service. 



Other partners have also contributed important archival materials in this 
area, including the Claremont Colleges and UC Santa Barbara with 
expected contributions from the Go For Broke National Education Center.  

Photographs, correspondence and oral histories dominate the types of 
materials that can be found, but also periodicals, newsletters, memoranda, 
pamphlets, and official documents abound. The searcher can find a great 
deal of information about the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 100th 
Infantry Battalion and the military intelligence service.  

The shock and fear brought on by the Japanese Government’s attack at 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, led the U.S. into WWII and was 
accompanied by years of fear and outrage among Americans. This fear 
merged with Asian xenophobia, resulting in President Roosevelt’s executive 
order. Not only did the Japanese face racism and anti-Japanese sentiment 
during WWII but before and after the war as well. 

RACE & RACISM

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/p16855coll4/
id/3152 0/rec/22 

The archival materials focused on race and racism in the CSUJAD come 
primarily from the CSU campuses at San José, Fresno, Sacramento and 
Fullerton. The WWII broadsides with instructions to Japanese American 
citizens in the Western U.S. for the mass removal to assembly centers and 
then to WRA camps are the most numerous.  



There are more than 100 oral history interviews and correspondence that 
provide a more personal view of the topic, as well as detailed maps of the 
prohibited and restricted zones and exclusion areas where Japanese 
Americans were not allowed during WWII.  

Digitized pamphlets from the 1920s that speak of “the Japanese problem” 
in California and whether the Japanese can be molded into American 
citizens are part of the collection, as are post-war pamphlets, including one 
that explains why the west coast opposes the Japanese, while another tries 
to dispel myths and misconceptions about Japanese Americans.  

JAPANESE AMERICAN FAMILIES 

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/p16855coll4/
id/1531 3/rec/495 

Japanese American families became part of the fabric of the Western U.S., 
despite anti-Japanese sentiment. The WWII mass removal not only 
displaced these families but changed the traditional dynamic within them.  

After the war, many returned to California, but large groups of former 
incarcerees settled in Chicago, New York, Minneapolis and elsewhere. 
Ultimately, despite 



attempts by the WRA to help “resettle” families, Japanese Americans 
faced racist violence, housing shortages and financial hardship.  

CSU Dominguez Hills, Sacramento State, Fresno State, and Cal State 
Fullerton have the most in-depth collections focused on Japanese 
American families. Photographs and oral histories dominate this topic, but 
there are many textual resources as well, such as periodicals, newsletters, 
reports, and correspondence that are especially interesting in terms of 
pre- and post-war material.  

One collection in particular is noteworthy: the Ninomiya Photography 
Studio Collection. (A search on “Ninomiya” turns up over 8,000 
photographs!) Kinso Ninomiya established his photo studio in Los Angeles’ 
Little Tokyo area in 1924 and remained in business until 1986, although 
the family was sent to the Poston WRA Camp during WWII. These 
photographs document Los Angeles’ Japanese American community, 
including individual and family portraits, weddings, funerals and other 
events.  

REDRESS

http://digitalcollections.archives.csudh.edu/digital/collection/
p16855coll4/id/1420 0/rec/437 

The redress movement refers to efforts to obtain restitution of civil rights, 
an apology and/or monetary compensation from the U.S. government 
during the decades that followed the WWII mass removal and 
incarceration of Japanese Americans.  



Beyond the fight for recognition and redress from the U.S. government, 
Japanese Americans have also fought individually and collectively to 
ensure this dark period in American history is remembered so that future 
generations will have the opportunity to learn about this incarceration of 
American citizens. Redress resulted in each living former prisoner receiving 
$20,000. 

The topic of redress provides an excellent example of how the CSUJAD 
project contains fascinating archival materials from the post-WWII period. 
The UC Santa Barbara archives and CSU campuses at Sacramento, 
Fullerton, Dominguez Hills and Fresno have the largest collections of 
archival materials on this topic. 

Various types of correspondence dominate, followed by oral histories, 
clippings and photographs. Many of the letters are to and from 
government officials, but letters such as those of Michi Wegly, a redress 
activist who wrote the first comprehensive book on the WWII 
incarceration, provide a personal perspective. 


